To the Editor:
H. heilmannii are unculturable, and gram-negative rod, apparently larger than H. pylori, and are not usually (frequency 0.1-6.2%) observed in routine gastric biopsy. 1, 2 Most infected stomachs show only mild gastritis but rarely is it associated with acute gastritis, peptic ulcer, gastric carcinoma or mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue lymphoma. 2, 3 Although H. heilmannii exclusively floats in the mucous layer above the surface and foveolar epithelial cells, Heilmann and Borchard using transmission electron microscopy showed that the organisms could attach to and penetrate into gastric parietal cells. 
